
ERA.LD· R I FORD 

ar h 17. 199 

ear r. Filer: 

iius um oflica[s were accurate io indicating there 
n informati on about Congrcs ~ion.a.I Hearings on 

Unide.ntifie-,d Flying Objects. Fran ly, I do 001 recall 
i n1attng • ·.all fo r such bearings. Inc-JdentaUy~ your 
l tt r say I was a enator which is inaccurate. I 
";;rv_d "5- l2 _,. ar. in the House - never in the Senate . 

D ing my pubr c career in Congress, as v · e President • 
an Presid nl~ I made various reques for any . 
·nformation o UFOs. The official authorities always 
denied the UFO allegations.. As a resuJt. I ha _e no 
1 fo ation hat may be helpful lo· you~ 

t -ega d.s., 

r. Georg A. Filer 
222 I ac on Road 
Medford. J 08055 



President Ford and Rockefe_ller Rally Behind 
UFO Investigation; Both Admit They Do Exist 

By JOHN MOULDER 
Copyrl{flt 1974 

President Gerald Ford and Vice President-designate Nelson Rockefeller are ex­
pected to lift the veil of official secrecy surrounding government information on 
unidentified flying objects and demand major new investigations into the UFO 
phenomena, TA TILER has learned. 

Both men are firmly on record as believing in the existence of UFOs and in the need 
for the federal government to level with the public on the subject. 

The two highest executives in this country have maintained their positions for years. 
Their influence toward revealing government knowledge about the UFO phenomena is 
already being felt. The Defense Department has already started baring its files and 
photos about, UFOs. 

Rockefeller, in a statement to the National Inv~stigations Committee on Aerial ~ 
Phenomena (NICAP), said flatly that the many reported UFO sightings by reputable 
people should "be given all reasonable credence." 

"Insofar as keeping the 
American people properly 
informed on this or any 
matter of national concern, 
it is vital to our democratic 
processes that the general 
pµblic be· promptly and 
completely informed." the . 
Vice President-designate 
.iald . 

Rockefeller made h'is 
statements while governor 
of New York before his 
recent nomination as Vice 
President. 

President Ford's position 
is similar. 

IN AN INTERVIEW with Robert 
D. Barry, a former New York state 
civil defense offl.cial and 'now 
director of the 20th Century UFO 
Research Bureau, Ford showed "a 
very deep concern" over the UFO 
problem. 

TME Ur□ ~·'"" ~" "·"'"% , •••• ,,..,. _More than 100 million 
\ . Americans now are 

I 

~

. ..{ • _',,·. ~ flrmlv conv in ced 
. - • Earth is being visi ted by [U.QTC'M ·•,;... ,,-• _. /r'(,~~n:C::a".:/:::J:tt:::r 

·• ~ ... ,,.,,, 1~~,_ •• se- personal experlBnce.s known in 
letters and Interviews with TA TTLER's sta ff. Counties,; hours and re­
sourc8S have been used in documen ting these reports and TATTLER wi ll 
continue to rel/ the UFO story until the final troth Is known. A TATTLER 
Special UFO Report is st/II available for 50 cents from TATTLER UFO, 
2717 N. Pulaski Rd., Chicago; Ill. 60639. 

to discount UFOs, but I feel that -any 
such 1l.llknown objects bear in­
vestigation." 

Sen. Vance Hartke, another ln 
dlana Democrat, said "a full ex­

··planation of the 'flying saucers' 
• d " ) see~ ue ... 

Sen. J. Glenn Beall, R-Md., said as 
far back as 1959: 

"There are those who dismiss the 
~ idea of flying saucers from other 

planets as preposterous. Isn't it 
stupid - and conceited - for us 
human beings to think no one else in 
the universe is as intelliizent as we 

PRESIDENT FORD and his vice prelident, Nelson Roc:bfvn., .. 
on record as bel ieving that UFOs do exist and bodl men haft cilad 

the need for major investigations in the phenomena. 

THE GOVERNMENT has 
previously consistently denied the 
existence of UFOs. 

Some factOf"S Loremen took Into 
consideration in fanning his COD­

clllSiQlllo include the government' 
cooperation with Olm companies 
producing documentaries on UFOs -
a reversal of official position. 

Lorenzen also noted that " in-

temational political e<mpetition" la 
another fact.er - fear bf the U.S. that 
another coantry might apstap 
Anmka by acknowledglng that 
UFOs alst. 

The U position on Ul' wt1 
likely IOOll be thrust into the apen 
D that the country' top leaden 
are mong tho e bo haven't 
hesitated . to make tbeir belWs 
known.. 

Peter Sellers Says: 7 
Talk to Mv Dead Mother' 



. 
Vice President-designate 
.iclid. 

Rockefeller made his 
statements while governor 
of N,ew Y ork before his 
recent nomination as Vice 
President. 

President Ford's position 
is similar. 

IN AN INTER VIEW with Robert 
D. Barry, a fonner New York state 
civil defense official and now 
director of the 20th Century UFO 
Research Bureau, Ford showed "a 
very deep concern" over the UFO 
problem. 

Barry, a veteran UFO researcher 
who has interviewed many public 
officials on the subject, told TAT­
TI..ER Ford told him ln a ta~ 
recorded Interview that he wants the 
government lo conduct a new, very 
serious scientific study of uniden. 
tifil!d flying objects. 

"Ford was very put out with the 
Condon Report ( a governmental 
report which whitewashed the UFO 
subject)," said Barry. 

A NICAP spokesman told TAT­
TLER Ford has for some lime ex­
pressed interest in the UFO 
phenomena. 

"The President feels the govern­
ment should not have shut down its 
UFO investigations," the 
spokesman said 

THE REVELATION that the 
President and Vice President of the 
United States are concerned with the 
UFO phenomena comes only a few 
months after national pollster s 
found I.hat more than half of the 
American people believe the UFOs 
exist and are coming from other 
planets lo visit us. 

Indeed, polls showed that more 
than 15. million Americans claim to 
have seen UFOs. 

.:,µf:/Clttl vr V nf:JJ.IVI( l:J •t.111 drOll~lt:I ,v, UV &A:l'IIU I/VIII I,-, I I "- '-n vr v , 

2111 N. Putaski Rd., Chicago; Ill. 60639. 
THE GOVERNMENT has ternational political competition" is 

previol.1$ly consistently denied the another factor - fear by the U.S. that 
existence of UFOs. another country might upstage 

America by acknowledging that 
lo discount UFOs, but I feel that afiy :,.·.Sobe fact~rs Lorenzen· took. Into UFOs exist 
such unknown objects bear in. consideration hi !~rm.Ing his_ ~~- • T'n~ U.S. position on Ul"Os will 
vestigatlon." • . . cl11..,ions, inclu~: _the , government s likely soon be thrust · into the open 

Sen. Vance Hartke, anot~r 'm·. ·cooperation with ' flhn companies now that the country's top leaders 
diana Democrat, said "a full ex- · producing documentaries on UFOs - are among those who haven't 
planation of the 'flying saucers' a reversal of official position. hesitated, to make their beliefs 
seems due ..• " Lorenzen also noted that " in- known. 

Sen. J . Glenn Beall, R-Md., said as 
far back as 1959: 

"There are those who dismiss the 
'' idea of flying saucers from other 

planets as preposterous. Isn't it 
stupid - and conceited - for us 
human beings to think no one else In 
the universe is as intelligent as we 
are?" 

SEN. GOLDWATE R ... an­
other strong voice in favor of 

a UFO investigation. 

port for their position of giving the 
public the full truth about UFOs. 

Sen. Barry Goldwater, considered 
by many as the titular head of the 
Republican Party and its nominee 
for President In 1.964, believes 
strongly that UFOs exist and should 
be officially investigated. 

Goldwater backed up his position 
that Earth is being visited by people 
from other planets by consenting to 
serve on the board of directors of 
NICAP. 

OTHER MEMBERS of Congress 
take strong positions that reported 
UFO sightings, rather than being 
scoffed at as they have been in the 
past, should be pursued vigorously 
by governmental agencies. • 

Sen. Birch Bayh, D-Ind., said: 

UFOs HA VE been sighted all over 
the United States and the world 
since World War Il. The Air Force 
signed a $500,000 contract with the 
University of Colorado to make a 
scientific investigation on uniden­
tified flying objects. 

Five years ago, the committee, 
headed by the late Dr. Edward U. 
Condon, issued a report 
whitewashing the UFOs from the 
sky. 

But the report didn't slow down 
the public sightings of UFOs. 

A wave of sightings - the mor~ 
dramatic ones being published in 
TATTLER mushroomed 
throughout the nation in late 1973 
and during the first few months of 
this year. 

L.J . Lorenren, executive director 
of the Tucson-based Aerial 
Phenoqiena Research Organization, 
America's most conservative UFO 
research group, told TATILER 
recent,1.y that the Depar1ment of 
De(e~ has decided lo acknowledge 
that flying saucers from other 
planets do exist. 

Peter Sellers . Says: 1 
Talk to My Dead Mother' 

Spurred to an intense interest in psychic phenomenon by a brush 
with death, Peter Sellers frequently communicates with bis mother 
who died in 1967. • 

"She's always around," the 47-year-old actor 
told TAITLER. " It doesn't -matter where I go or 
what I'm doing, I bear her words clearly. And 
whenever I'm feeling low, she comes around to 
cheer me up." 

Following his near.fatal heart attack 10 years 
ago, Sellers began exploring the world beyond the 
veil of death - spiritualism, clairvoyance and 
life after death. • 

" Pve been going lo a mediwn who is 75 years 
old, a marvelous lady," he revealed. "Some of 
the resulfs have been extraordinary. 

"To be honest, I have yet lo be totally convinced of spiritualism. So, 
I'm going through every member of my family; trying to reach anyone 
I can. I've tried lo reach them round a table and through a medium." 

His mother, Agnes Sellers, died In January 1967, at age 72. His 
father, William Sellers, died when he was 68, in October J962. 

" My mother has been the most forthcoming," he explains. "It's 
amazing. She says exactly the same things she used to say to me when 
she was on this planet. • 

" I hear her saying: 'Come on, darling, have a glass of port.' I don't 
drink port, but she's always at me to try it I think she just wanta to 
talk lo me. 

" It's lovely to feel she's still around, taking an interest In me. 
"My mother was a very strong-willed lady. I've literally seen 

mediums thrown about by her when she enters them.." ... 
Sellers denies that his Interest in such phenomenon fS'oiised on fear 

of his own destiny. , 

F ord and Rockefeller will have "I, too, am interested in these 

" A program has been undertaken 
that wi.11, over the next few months, 
make it obvious that the government 
has reversed. its positio_n," said 

" t'ro as curious as anyone about what happens after death," be 
concedes. " But I'm particularly Interested in where people go and 
what happens to the spirit." • • 

little trouble finding political sup- aerial phenomena. Some people tend Lorenzen. • -·-• 
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C O P y 

March 28, 1966 

Rep. George P. Miller, Chairman 
Science and Astronautics Committee 
U, S, House of Representatives 
Washington, D,C, 

Dear Chairmen Miller and Rivers: 

Rep. L, Mendel Rivers, Chairman 
Armed Service& Committee 
U, S, Houae of Representative• 
Waahington, D, c. 

No doubt you have noted the recent flurry of newapaper stories about 
unidentified flying objects (UFO's). I have taken special interest in 
these accounts because many of the latest reported sightings have been 
in my home state of Michigan, 

The Air Force sent a consultant, astrophysicist Dr. J. Allen Hynek of 
Northwestern University, to Michigan to investigate the various report&; 
and he dismissed all of them as the product of college atudent pranks or 
swamp gas or an impression created by the rising crescent moon and the 
planet Venus. I do not agree that all of these reports can be or should 
be so easily explained away. 

Because I think there may be substance to some of these reports and 
because I believe the American people are entitled to a more thorough 
explanation than has been given them by the Air Force to date, I am 
proposing that either the Science and Astronautics Committee or the 
Armed Services Committee of the House schedule hearings on the subject 
of UFO's and invite testimony from both the executive branch of the 
government and some of the persons who claim to have seen UFO's. 

I enclose material which I think will be helpful to you in assessing the 
advisability of an investigation of UFO's. 

May I first call to your attention a column by Roscoe Drummond, published 
last Sunday in which Mr. Drummond says, "Maybe all of these reported 
sightings are whimsical, imaginary or unreal; but we need a more credible 
and detached appraisal of the evidence than we are getting," 

Mr, Drummond goes on to state, "We need to get all the data drawn together 
to one place and examined far more objectively than anyone bas done ao far, 
A stable public opinion will come from a trustworthy look at the evidence, 
not from belittling it." 

"The time has come for the President or Congress to name an objective and 
respected panel to investigate, appraise, and report on all present and 
future evidence about what is going on." 

~ ag~ee fully with Mr. Drummond's statements, l alao suggest you ecan 
the enclosed series of six articles by Bulkley Griffin of the Griffin­
Larrabee News Bureau here. In the last of his articles, published last 
January, Mr. Griff:ln says, "A main conclusion can be briefly stated. It 
is that the Air Force is misleading the public by its continuing campaign 
to produce and maintain belief that all sightings can be explained away 
as misidentification of familiar objects, such as balloons, star•, and 
aircraft." 

I have just today received a number of telegrams 
investigation of UFO's. One is from retired Air 
Ardmore, Tennessee, who says, "I have seen UFO. 
testify, II 

urging a congresaioaal 
Force Col. Harold R. Brown, 
Will be available to 

Another, from Mrs. Ethyle M, Davis, Eugene, Oregon, reads, "Nine o'-'t • of 
ten people want truth of UFO's Press your investigation to the fullest." 
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R p, G ors P, Miller, Chairman 
R p, L, M nd 1 Riv ra, Chairman 
P ge Two 
M r ch 28, 1966 

Ronald Coli r of Lo Ang l ea , who identifies himaelf a " a sc ientht from 
M,I.T. , 11 ur g s th t you "do v rything in your power to make Air force 
Proj c t Blu Book (th AF name for its study and verdicts on UFO report•) 
known to th p ople, 11 

Are we t o assum that very on who says he has seen UFO's is an unreliable 
itnes 7 

A UPI story out of Ann Arbor, Michigan , dated March 21, 1966, atates that 
"at least 40 per ons , including 12 policemen, said today that they saw 
a strange flying objec t guarded by four sister ships land in a swamp near 
here Sunday night, " 

Matt Surrell of Station WJR, Detroit, cites an eye witness acco\Ult of a 
recent UFO sighting by F.mile Grenier of Ann Arbor, an aeronautical engineer 
employed by Ford Motor Company, He points out that an aeronautical 
engineer can hardly be considered an untrustworthy witness. 

In the firm belief that the American public deserves a better explanation 
than that thus far given by the Air Farce, I strongly recoaoend that there 
be a commi ttee investigation of the UFO phenomena. 

I think we owe it to the people to establish credibility regarding UFO's 
and t o produce the greatest possible enlightenment on this subject. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Gerald R. Ford, M.C. 

GRF:pl r 

Enclosures 

---------
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Ford UFO Talk Ford UFO Mall 

Gerald Ford UFOs 
~fi ~ ' /, --, .... ,],, ''. :;:,,,,··, •:...-,,··,, ·••:::' ··-~ 

; UFO Letter "' .............. ,.~,,,,,,.~ .. . .....,..,.., .. .......,.... 

Ford UFO Letter 

One of the key questions in the UFO world is who has knowledge about the UFO 
truth. As the President of the United States is the chief Executive Officer for the 
Government, and is Commander in Chief for the US military, it is assumed that the 
President, would with more than one dozen intelligence agencies reporting to him, 
be fully aware of what the true UFO situation is. 

Below is a letter from Gerald Ford written to George Filer who was a former 
intelligence officer for the Air Force. It clearly seems to indicate that the President 
may not know what is going on. If this is the case it would mean that either 1) 
There is nothing to the UFO mystery beyond misidentifications of natural 
phenomena as the Air Force has maintained for years 2) Someone other than the 
President is running the UFO situation and possibly the country as well. 

http://presidentialufo.com/ufo _letter.htm 2/3/2006 



UFO Letter 

C BALD R . FORD 

March 17. 1998 

De.a, Mt. Filer: 

My useum offi<-llls were IIC'.C te iu indh:11.tln3 e 
wa, no infonnasion aboot Conircuional Harin'5 on 
L'md.cntiJied Ftying Objects. frankly, I do DOt recall 
1nni.uiog a c.all for such hearing&. locideatally, yoor 
l~tte r say~ J wa... a Sonator whiah u .inKcw;.atc. I 
st:rv~d 1~ -l f2 year~ hl the House • ru,--vcc in lbc SenAte. 

"· l>urtng my puh-ttc c.arecr in t>ngreu. as Vice Pre5i<t=t. 
and Pn:mde nl, I made v&ri<>us requCSQ for any . 

\ 

1!1lormation on UFOs.. Tite offlcilll authorities amyi 
den.icd the UFO allega.tio . As a remit. I b tto 
1nformalioo hat may be hcl.ph1l to you. 

Bet ~~f.1'1 
Mr. George A. Filer 
2·1- Jach,)n Road 
Medford. NJ o&055 

Page 2 of3 

There are other comments made by President Bill Clinton that seem to support 
what Ford said to George Filer in the letter. In a chance encounter with UFO 
researcher Dr. Steven Greer the President answered about his UFO knowledge. 

~President kind of chuckled about it in a sense .... " Greer told radio show Coast to / 
Coast. "The President said even he didn't have the background on it. That he 

couldn't get this information out ... that there were people beyond him."Iil 

In an encounter with long time White House reporter Sarah Mcclendon President 
Clinton made a similar statement, "Sarah, there's a government inside the 

government, and I don't control it. ,,[ijJ 

Lastly in a speech in Hong Kong in 1995 Clinton seemed to clearly state to the 
audience that he had tried to get the UFO Information but had been stymied. "I did 
attempt to find out If there were any secret government documents that revealed 
things. If there were, they were concealed from me too. And if there were, well I 
wouldn't be the first American president that underlings have lied to, or that 

http://presidentialufo.com/ufo _letter. htm 2/3/2006 



UFO Letter Page 3 of3 

career bureaucrats have waited out. ,,DHJ 

Despite this there is still a chance that the President is in control and does know 
what is going on. After all no President is going to come out a reveal secret 
classified material especially if it involves Top Secret black budget technology. 

This notion is supported by the fact that a friend of mine (who I trust implicitly) 
actually had a short conversation with Gerald Ford. In that conversation Ford 
confirmed that he had received a briefing on the subject, but that he would never 
acknowledge publicly that he had received it. 

Another source that I have much less faith in told me the Ford briefing took place 
on August 2, 1973 in one of the War Rooms. 

Let us hope the President is told, because if he is not told about this subject, there 
is a good chance that there is a lot more he is not being told by those who would 
ult imately be running the country. 

[ll Steven Greer on radio show Coast to Coast 

[HJ ibid 

LW1 Lara Wozniak "Clinton's Worldview: Part Two, September 14, 2005 

http:/ /presidentialufo.com/ufo _letter.htm 2/3/2006 
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MICHIGAN OFFICE: 
42$ CHCRRY S T,.Eff SE. 

Septe~ber 2, 196 6 

<!""'-""'~ts5 tbe ~~d:A.e Q''" te% 
®f ·ic of tbe ~ino i ... p ILeLl er 

~ ou~e of i~epre~entatibe!5 
ffiaS'bington, :!).QC. 

Xr . Raymond G. Konley 
1815 E. ~embarry Blvd . , Ap t. E 
Milwaukee , Wisconsin 53211 

Dear Nr. Konley: 

I wish to a ck nowledge and thank you for your recent letter enclosing 
the interview with llaj or Dona ld E. ~eyhoe , regarding UFO's . 

GRANO RAP'IOO 

As you know I have exp r essed a good deal of concern about this problem 
and about my opinion t ha t the American people are entitled to all the 
facts on flying s aucers. 

It is for this reason that I urged : and continue to urae a Congressional 
investigation . As you p robably know I wrote to the chairman of the 
t wo c ommittees concerned and did all that I could to see that such a 
hearing was held. 

However , as you also know, we P.epublicans are outnunbered in the Congress 
jy more t han 2-to- l therefore I cannot be as effective as I would like 
to be because we simply don't have t he numbers. Your support for Re­
public a n cand idates at the polls would be appreciated because we are 
going to need backing if we are going to be successful in getting the 
UFO story told. 

Kin~est personal regards. 

Sincerely. , 

... · .. 

Gerald~R . Ford ~ X.C. 

GRF :jb 
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~w,rn ~~:~::~~"~':.':~~lus allo~ ~~~ 
body appeared to be rough in texture . 

J\fter watching for s 'vc ral minu te , th e li ght inte nsified, 1he11 we 11I 

out with a -;oun d likc.· a ri fle ri ·oc. het. Ma n11 o r a 11d hi <; c;rn1 said I he ob­

j ·ct pasc,, ·cl over them in a11 insta nt. 1 

The nex t nig ht, Mar h 2 1, 1966, a <;e o nd sighting wc1c; made a t I lillc; ­

da l , Mkhiga11, by eighty-seven oed at a llill c;da lc ,ollcge dorm , a civ il 

defe nse dire tor, and an a <;i ta nt dea n . Th in cide nt began w he n a re ­

po rt wa ma de from th · women 's do rm th a t t lue, red , anci w hi le li ght s 

w r vi ibl to th · ·as t n ea r th e ground . Th tate Poli e we re ca ll ed , 

but fo und no th ing . R po rts of li ght in a swampy ar a continu ed to 

ome fro m th e do rm . Th e li ghts were la te r des ribed as "a fai rl y bright 

reel li ght a nd two ye ll o wish li ght , re embling hri . tmas tree li ght. ." 

On e w itn es repo rt cl e ing a on ex - hap d object b ·tween th e li gh tc; ; 

o th e rs saw o nl y I h , li ght .2 

Swamp Gas 

Word of th twin sightings spread nationwide within hours and Blu e 

Book wa cl · lu ged w ith ca ll from newspa perc;, radio and tc lev ic;io n sta ­

ti ons, and Life maga7in .3 Or. Hyn k was ent to investiga te th e sight­

ings . Th int ens fH s interest made it a lm oc; t imposs ible to int er view 

w itn e. ses . None of the w itn es<;e wac; able to adequate ly ckscr ihc th e 

!Jrightnes or a ngu lar speed o f til e light s. Hynek later ca ll ed th e three 

clay "ge ne ra l bed lam ." 
Gi en the o n fu sing a count., Dr. Hynek had to look fo r common ·1-

emen ts- bo th case. w ·1-c as<;oc ia ted w ith . wam ps, the light s were de -

cribed as sma ll , reddi. h ye llow a nd gree n w ith a ge ne ra l yello w glow, 

whi h moved slowly a n d m on thl y, w ith a te ndency to sudd e nly di sap­

pear in one pla e an d rea ppear a t a no th e r. Th e few acco unts o f th e li ght 

h aving a sha pe were m ade from too grea t a di stan ce to be re liable . 

With pres. int e re t a nd excitem e nt rea ching a "feve r pitch," Hynek 

de ided to ho ld a pres confe ren ce on March 26, 1966. evcra l Unive rsi­

ty of Michiga n <; cienti ts ugges ted th e sightings had bee n caused hy 

" wam p li ght s," a lso ca ll ed will -o' -th e -wisp or fox fire. These lights arc 

a usccl by decaying vegeta tion rel easing methane, hydrogen sullidc and 

ph osphine . Impurities in th e phosphine spontaneously ignite in contact 

wi th ai r, crea ting a glo wing light. The lights are dim, move erratica lly 

The Condon Report 171 

and <;0111cti111cs give orl ,i "popping" c;ound (<;imilar 10 the ricochet sound 

Mannor hca rd) .4 

Dr. llynek\ press conference was a critical event in the history of the 

rlying <;auccr myth . He <;lated his conclmions and the reasons bchinci 

them . 13111 all the pre<;s llcc1rd were the two words "marsh gas." Or, as 

the headlines later put it , "Swamp Gas."5 

The res11lt of the prec;s conference was an immediate, almost univer­

sal , hostile reaction . The headline in a South Bend Tribune editorial read: 

AIR FORCE rN surTs PUBU wrTH SWAMP-GAS THEORY. The Richmond News 

Leader sa id , "It is high time for rhe Air Force to cease suppressing any 

ha rd eviden ce relating to such phenomena " and called for it to halt the 

poli cy o f attempting "to discredit rhe te timony of witne se ."6 The ew 
Yorker m agazine was eve n more outspoken: "We read the olficial expla­

nati o n with shee r de light, marveling at their stupendous inadequacy. 

Ma rsh ga , indeed! Marsh gas is more appropriate an image of that 

c ial tediou sness one glimp es in even the be t scientific mind .•7 

The in c id ent struck a chord with both public and pres . Fo r on 

thing, th e phrase "Swamp Gas" sounds funny, with its implication of a 

tenuous nature and a bad smell. A more important rea on as th 

sumption that swamp gas was being given as the on(v explanati 
UFO sightings . But Hynek never said it was. In the intmdu • 

press conference, he clearly c;tated his olution a only I r th 
Hill sdale sightings. In the savage merriment that folio 
no reel . 

Bcca u <; e of the swamp gas controvcrs . UFO 
congressional intere <;t. Michigan Congre m n 
Ge ra ld R. Ford orricially requested that th H u 
mittce hold hearings. Ford said, MThe 

explanation than that thus far ~i t·n 

The hearings wen· approv d 
Secretary Harold D. Brown. 

Brown· stated the official p< 

exrratcrrcstrial or were a 
asked if a nyone in authorit 

Brown -said no one in the 

such a he lid. 

The mo,;t important par t 

sidcring the rernmmt·ml.i tit 

ject Blue Book .l) Called the 

Brian O 'Brien or tlw 



EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN 

ILLINOIS 

May 6, 1966 

Mr . Robert Barrow 

Dear Mr. Barrow: 

1<' ,· ·. ~/ , .l , , : 

/t1A Y 9) I Cf,; 6' 
- -;?_ C -,_ 

I appreciate receiving your views and comments on the subject of 

unidentified flying objects and in reply let me say that I would 

have no objections to having hearings held for the purpose of 

discussing this matter. 

Sincerely, 

E~?i..-~ 
Everett McKinley Dirksen 

MINORITY LEADER 
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( '7'1~ 1 ll I I \. \ • \ ci LL' I, iom . h,1, alrc,1ch rc1edecl phenomenon. lhnC'k ,tc1krntn 11 l)ctro1t \ \ .J 11t h c1 <. ,lric.,1ture 
th,1t 1t "\iolcnth rcwcted In he public.- t lic ~,11 11 c public. tha t 
\HJuld li,I\C nd1culccl ,md cruc. if,ecl him onh a month c1go 1f he hc1 cl 
argued that GJ U) ckstncd uent1 ·1c tucl: , ,ind ,1 \1 0 11if1u11t C \ · 
pensc of ta p,1>crs' mone}. 

ft IS hard to keep c1 cool he.id In this crisi. _ ·rc..-..r plan to gi\ e 
a press c.onfercncc tomorro\\ m \\,1 hmgton; Congres ma: well 
start new hcc1rings thi'i time, ,1 pos ibil1ty that sca res the .-\ ir Force 
out of its ,, its. 

ll yneJ.. has Just told us th.it 1f he \\as called before Congre he 
would hide nothing. He would e\pose the sloppy im e tigative 
me th ods Blue Book has been u ing c1 ll along. fl e C\ en as ked me to 
leak a cop1 of the full text of his De troit tatement to 1 ·1C.-\P; it 
con tained a recommc11clat1on for scient ifi c tucl

1 
\\ hich all th e me-

dia hc1\ e ignored: 

The Air force has asked me to make a tatement on my find­
ings to elate. This 1 am hc1 pp: to do, prO\ 1ded 1t i clearly under­
stood that my statement \\ ill refer to the h, o principal e,·ent a 
reported to me: the e, ent near Dexter, ;\ I1chigan, on ~larch 20, 
and a similar one at Hillsdale, .\I1chiga n, on i\Iarch 21. It doe 
not cover the hundreds of une-..:plar ned reports . .. I have recom­
mended in my capacity a cient1fic con ultant, that competent 
scientis t quie tly study such ca e . ... There may be much of 
potent ia l v,1l ue to science in such event . 

All th e journali t , natu ra ll y, ignored th i cautiou prea mble, and 
focu eel entirely on th e mi lead ing "mar h ga " explanation. But 
Hynek le ervecl it; why did he ha\e to say, ". \ di ma l wa mp i a 
mos t unlikely place for a \ i it from outer pace"! 

Chicago. Saturday 2 April 1966. 

This week I fini heel \\'riting ou r propo al. media storm is now 
raging agai n t the Air Force. Congress man Gerald Fo rd, th e Re­
pu blica n from t\. [ich igan, ha expres ed outrage at th e suggestion 
that hi constituent cou ldn' t tell mars h ga from spaceships, and 
he has writ ten a for mal letter to th e Arm ed Services Committee of 
the Hou e to demand immedia te hea rings. But who will get the 
iob of studying the p roblem? Ca n th e Air Force be trusted to be 
unbiased? What abou t .-\SA. The Space Committee of th e Sen-

,1 tc, \\ hi c. h cont rn \ ,1 _t 1(.' )lg. I : r ·ro c1uc, tiPn. Congrc- sm,m 
f con iclc r111a t 1L u I 

,1 m no tion o "' f . 1 ell h h C\pL11n ecl tn 11m - h 11 • ck kn o,\·s ,m' '' ' ' -
Rum fc ld, \\ om , n : 1 ·t •. 111 .

10
c 

O 
thev thre\\ the hot I• I , t •• t to tarn Is 1 1 s 1 , .,, · · 

th ;1t l ·;\ SA c ic n ,~ ,m l .. , Committee. Perhaps the~ know 
b i. t th e rm ec en ice d 

potato ac t---
0 

'bl t m'IV lurk in the h,1scment. an th at omc dark and ham e s~cre . '. 
• -t of unC0\'Crtllg Jt. . 

they w~rnt no p,11 . . k left for Oc.1, ton. expectmg to ec 
~n Frida~ mo;r:mg ~i~1~t but the maj~r had alreddy left for 

Ou1ntamlla m \\ nght . ' f . _ dd\'S it the d1 ·posal of the - I h , II s t·1 y or Ix • 
\\'a hi~gton, " -i ere e \\ i_f H nek just ~ailed me to ay that he 
committee, ready. to test1 _Y· if ·t Tuesdav. He wants to see me 
had to be in \Vc1shmgton h1~se n~x h . st1tement. which will be 
over the weekend to he lp him prepare I 

Part of th e record. 1 " he Jid with glee. 
C ti Air Force peop e, . , r,, 

"You ough ~ to ee d1~.k h icke ns with their head cut oft! "th ey're runnmg aroun I e c 

Chicago. Thursday 7 April 1966. . . 
• h mmittee in executive ses ion but 

The hearings started with ~ ~ c~he press and to the public. H_rne 
the doors were soon opene o . ·t r· t or e\·en howin . 

t without clearing 1 irs 
made his state~en h d th t he didn't even h O • ·11 Thmgs were so rus e a 
_umtarn ~- h t he pulled before the congressmen re 
to retype it, so w a d ·ith the wobbh- h-pe 
four sheets of yellow paper covere \\ . . 

tired machine. d orJUJ:11 
He was somber when I called him yester a .m 
"We've gone too fast," he said. "~Iaybe we e 

chance." 
The Secretary of the Air Force, _Harold Bro: 

many that he was in favor of h~vmg ~ ne 
t d the 648 reports that are still earned suy . h - ~ 

files. ow Hynek is afraid t e ir oro 
pendent and will push him aside. . 

Things were different at noon toda . B 
an hour for Hynek. who was in a p~one 
itor of Science magazine who had JU t 
Hynek, "Vallee is a solid gu ." 

"Does his book describe the phenomeno 
"I think so." 

µ ~ /~ 1~ d ~ 



G E RALD R . FORD 
f"ll'TH DISTRICT. MICli lOAN 

May 13, 1968 

Congress of tbe ltntttb a,tatts 
c9ffitt of tbt -inoritp 1:tabn 

J,ou•e of l\epre•entatfbe• 
aut,tngton, •·~· 20515 

'flfCEIVE_P ON 
MRV I~, l'/Ct 

-l:e.l: 

Mr . Robert E. E~rrow 

___J 
Dear Mr. Barrow: 

MICHICIAN Of'l'ICEI 
US Cfma.v STIIIUT SE. 

G-RAP!w 
Z·IP 4tl02 

May I thank you most sincer ely f or your recent letter and for your 
interest in unidentified fly i ng objects. 

As you may be 
investigative 
this subject. 
the Spring of 

aware, I have repeatedly recommended that thorough 
action be taken and the public be informed concerning 

I had called f or an investigation of this matter in 
1966. 

I can assure you that I share your concern and am disturbed by the 
recent articl e in Look magazine relative to the investigation of 
UFOs at the Univer s i ty of Colorado. I sincerely hope that the 
investigation will prove to be worthwhile. 

Kindest regards . 

GRF :h 



http://www.ufocity.com/features.cfm?NewsID= 1155 

Some might accuse you of "doctoring" the letter 
because my own address is missing, but I actually 
removed it myself before ARGOSY UFO published it -­
simply on the basis of obvious privacy considerations 
and nothing else. Otherwise, the letter was left 
untouched. I had other letters from Mr. Ford, but 
nothing quite as profound as the one you feature on 
your website . 

I just thought you would like to know. 
Robert Barrow 

I responded to Mr. Barrow's email: 

Thank you for taking the time to contact us concerning 
your now-historic letter form then-Congressman Ford. 
We appreciate your clarifying the missing address as 
well as authenticating the letter itself. If it is alright with 
you, we will add your note to our next Document of the 
Week as an addendum. 

With best wishes , 

And he wrote back: 

Hello Peter, 

Thank you for your reply, and if you wish to feature on 
your web site my note authenticating my 1968 letter 
from ~erald Ford, or anything from this one, please 
feel free. If you find it necessary to include my e-mail 
address, that would be okay, too. Time (whatever 
THAT is) certainly is fleeting; A month after receiving 
that letter, I left for the U.S. Air Force for four years 
during the Vietnam Era, serving in a medical capacity. 
Thinking back on the years that have passed, I'm 
beginning to feel like an ancient ruin(!). I don't do much 
in the UFO area anymore, but Francis Ridge and the 
NICAP site have kindly put some of my older articles 
on the web (perhaps Francis sent you the Ford letter, 
as I had provided it to him some time back). I haven't 
really explored UFOCITY much until recently, so I was 
unaware of what a wonderful and informative place it 
is indeed. May your fine work continue, and thanks 
again for your interest in my government document 
antiquities. --
Robert Barrow robertbarrow@usadatanet.net August 
7, 2001 

I 1/21/01 6:17 PM 



ovember 26 , 2001 

f Mr . Grant Camer on * 649 Silverstone Ave. 
_\_/1 W innipeg , Manitoba 
~ Canada 

Robert Barrow 

4167 Cleveland Road 
Syracuse, NY 13215 U.S.A. 
315-469-4534 
robertbarrow@usadatanet.net 

ti! Dear Grant, 

':...-! lY-""f. As r equest ed , enclosed is a copy of my old article, "How Presidents Have Handled the Topic of 

~ - UFOs," as it appeared in the Winter 1977-78 issue of Argosy UFO, a companion publication to 
~ rgosy Magazine. If you wish to use the complete article or any portion on your web site, feel 

* ~ free. 

~ In addition , I have enclosed a copy of the issue cover, which makes reference to the article at 
'.J:, the very bottom, and a copy of the original Gerald Ford letter, for superior visually to the tiny 

~- pr int in the Argosy UFO version. 

~ I would r equest, please, if you place the Ford letter on your web site, that you obliterate my 
.S,-..c address much the same as it is in the magazine, as it still remains current after all these years, 
~ and I r ea lly don't seek out the unreasonably curious among us. I never have a problem with 
~2 circulat ion of my e-mail address, but the home address is another matter, as I'm sure you 
~ understand. 

~ * Nothing t o be returned, use what you like or not. Thanks again for your interest, Grant, and 
~ my e-mail address is also listed above for your convenience, should you need to reach me. 

~4(: Sincerely, 

~ f~ 
~~ ~ ,,,.:---..c--
~ Robert Barrow 

¢ Encl. Article and related enclosures 

~ 
\ I 

I 
I 

I 
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Against 
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10years ago 
your hair didn't need 
the protein it needs· 
today to look its best. 
Chances are, your hair looked 
healthier ten years ago. It was 
thicker, fuller, and it had more 
protein. And that's what hair is 
made of. But as time goes by, 
your hair loses protein­
continuously. Whict, is why you 
need Protein 29 Hair Groom. 
Because Protein 29 actually 
adds protein to individual hair 
shafts. It helps your hair look 
thicker, fuller, healthier. More 
like it used to 1001<. . 

Your hair is irreplaceable. 
Wouldn't it be a good Idea to 

get some 
J~r,9tein.~ OQ\t\'._ . 
. J.) 
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How Presidents Have Handled 
The Topic Of 

BY ROBERT BARROW 

s 
Two men voiced their concern over the existence of UFOs before 
assuming the highest elective office in this country: former Presi­
dent Gerald R. Ford and President Jimmy Carter. As House Minor­
ity Leader, Ford called for Congressional inquiries in1o the nature 
of UFO sightings, but he did nothing on the subject while President 
And Carter, who sighted a UFO himself prior to becoming Presi­
dent, has let the UFO issue slide into obscurity while in office. • 

artwork by Edward J. Weber, Jr. 

F 
or a tiny fraction of Ameri­
cans and individuals in other 

lands, the 1976 Presidential 
elections had more at stake than 
economics, national defense and 
foreign policy . To those who have 
spent many years examining the 
subject of UFOs, the UFO was as 

. important a campaign issue as any. 
Of course, the situation was con-

siderably less complex back in 
1947, when UFO reports first 
began to see national prominence 
in this country. When a reporter 
asked President Tniman , during a 
press conference, if he ever saw_ a 
"flying saucer," Truman merely 

\ laughed and shrugged off the topic 
by replying that his only familiarity 
with saucers was what he read in 
the newspapers. 

Thirty years later, UFOs are still 
with us , whatever they are. They 
did not go away, despite all the • 
skeptical claims and ucxpert" as-

• ARGOS,Y UFO' 
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May 13, 1968 

Mr. Robert E. Barrow 

Syracuse, New York 

Dear Mr. Barrow: 

20515 

' May I thank you most sincerely for your recent letter and for your 
interest in unidentified flying objects. 

As you may be 
investiga tive 
this subject. 
thE: Spring of 

aware, 
action 

I had 
1966. 

I have repeatedly recommended that thorough 
be taken and the public be informed concerning 
c&lled for an invest i gation of this matter in 

I can assure you that I share your concern and am disturbed by the 
recent article in Look magazine relative to the investigation of 
UFOs at the University of Colorado. I sincerely hope that the 
inves tigation will prove to be worthwhile. 

Kindest r egards. 

GRF:h 
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A f w month ago, Pre ident 
Jimmy art r , then on th e cam­
paign trail, t Id r port r fr m the 

• • " If I e 
ev ry of 
ntry ha ut 

able t t b-
i, t . " a. 

hardly an ill-con idered promi e. In 
I 973, Carter and a gr up of fri nd 
aw what they beli ed t be 

UF:O. 
i r t Id repor­

t , it d 
t th iz f 

'' r din 
ARGOSY UFO 
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view about 10 minute , and it 
identity i till unknown . 

"One thing's for ure " com­
mented the future Pre ident, 'TU 
never make fu n of people who ay 
they've een unidentified objects in 
th e ky ... I am convinced that 
UFO exi t becau e I have seen 
one. 

,, 

The big que tion for ' UFO re­
search now i , can Jimmy Carter 
carry out hi promise? My own 
concern i particu larly pirited on 
th is i ue , because I recaJI another 
U.S. President who wa once ex­
tremely involved with the UFO 
subject. However, once in office 
-tie never again tackled the'problem. 
His name? Gerald R. Ford. 

Soon after I began my own pur~ 
uit of the UFO anomaly in 1963 , I 

started an ince sant letter-writing 
projecJ, a p ractice to which I still 
resort occasionally . I wrote any­
body and everybody who might be 
able to hdp me learn about UFOs. 

During 1%5 and 1966, I found 
many of my queries going to public 
offi cials . The late Senator Everett 
M. Dirksen , for instance , re ­
sponded to my letter by indicating 
that , if there was a possibility of 
having Congressional hearings on 
UFO's he would pose no objec­
tions. The late Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy answered my letters sev­
eral times , indicating skepti­
cism-but also an open mind-on 
the existence of UFOs. 

And then there were letters to 
and from Mr. Ford. But some 
background must be offered before 
continuing. 

During early 1966, Ford's home 
state of Michigan experienced a 
variety of fascinating UFO sight­
ings. These incidents, regrettably, 
became popularly known as the 
"swamp gas" sightings, although 
former Air Force UFO consultant 
J. • Allen Hynek only intended 
marsh gas as a probable explana-

• tion for reports in a couple of areas. 
Ford, then a Michigan Con­

gressman and Minority Leader of 
the House of Representatives , be­
came outraged with the Air Force's 
investigation of the reports. In ad­
dition , his office was deluged with 
letters , telegrams and phone calls 

33 



ga ti on 
di . 

On M fi r, t of 
tw imp lea 
appeared 

ailing o 
0 in 

another ; at-
ta Ford 
w n f the 
H ience tic 
Committ e, an Armed 

rvi e Committee. 
Mr. Ford' wi h w re unmi -

takabl 1 ar. He wanted a Con-
gre ional inquiry, and quickly. 

The Mi higan Congres man got 
hi wi h. On April 5, 1966, Con­
gre held an open he a ring on 
UFO , an unprecedented move. 
While the hearing fa iled to ac­
complish as much as it migh t have , 
it produced an Ai r Force promise 
that arrangements would be made 
for an impartial, civi lian inve liga­
tion. 

On Octobe r 7, 1966 , the Air 
Force announced that the Univer­
sity of Colorado would undertake 
an open-minded UFO study , free of 
government influence. 

And this is where lette rs I re­
ceived from Mr. Ford enter the 
story. 

The letter reproduced here is one 
of several on U Os I had from 
Ford during 1966 and 1968. The one 
picwred is the last of the s~ ries. 

ln 1966, I was intrigued bY, the 
Michigan UFO reports . I wrote Mr. 
Ford often, and he freque ntly re­
sponded. Once , he took the oppor­
tunity to query the Air orce about 
UFOs on my behalf. 

A clm,e inspection of the Ford 
letter mliy bridge a gap that has re­
mained in UFO res~rch unti l now. 

34 

he letter, dated May 13 , l?(J8 , was 
ompo ed more than two years 

after the Mi chigan in cid ents, and 
more than a year and a half after 
th e olorado niversity tudy be­
gan. 

The middle paragraph expresses 
ord ' vital interest in a U O in­
stigation . 
But it i the la t paragraph that 

tell all. I had wri t ten Mr. Ford 
about th e May 14, 1968 issue of 
Look. Magazin e , in which author 
Joh

1

n G. Fu ll er exposed the Col­
orado U " invest igation" as th e 
farce it actually was . Fuller , leav­
ing no room for doubt , listed so 
much evidence of the study 's ab­
surdities and th e eve r-present nega­
tive at tit ude of th e supposedly 
open-minded Project Director (the 
later Dr. Edward U. Condon) , that 
a total waste of over a half million 
tax dollars was obvious . 

The Look piece, entitled " Flying 
Saucer Fiasco ," al so included a 
statement by the then-Di,rector of 
the National Investigations Com­
mittee on Aerial Phenomena (a civi­
lian UFO agency), Maj . Donald E. 
Keyhoe (U SMC, ret. ). Keyhoe an~ 
nounced th at NICAP would no 
longer support Colorado' s work 
becau e of its apparent bias against 
the UFO subject. 

Gerald Ford was familiar with 
the Look article and he, like many 
d isillusioned Am erican s,, fully 
realized that the UFO in vestigation 
he worked so diligently to get was 
in serious trouble. 

He ends hi s letter on a hopeful 
note , but the fac t is that Ford prob­
ably knew the .answer -to UFOs 
would not be found at the Univer• 
si ty of olorado. 

The puzzler is, why did President 
erald ord make no further posi­

tive statements-or any comments 

a t a ll- about UFOs after he be­
came the hief xecutive? What) 
happened to a ll the vivid di conteni 
he displayed so selflessly in the ix­
ti es? -

Why , as President , 'did Mr. Ford 
not fu lfill the sort of promise that 
Pres ident-elect Carter boldly 
made? • 

ven more curious, indeed , is 
the question of whether Mr. Carter 
wi ll be able to accomplish his plan 
to get all the government's UFO in­
formation to the public (one weuld 
assume that his use of the word 
" country" is equal with my use of 
the word government , as it relates 
to Carter' s statement , quoted ear- • 
lier in this article). 

Certainly , we can speculate on 
the situation. UFOs are reported to 
be so superior to our own aircraft 
and weaponry that the Defense 
Department can only express frus- . 
tration in trying to equal their ma-

- neuvers (and this is true of other 
countries which deal with the UFO 
mystery). Would any President 

. want to tell us that UFOs are real , 
but -that no nation on earth knows 
what ~hey are, where they are 
from, or why they are here? 

Or is such speculation just wild? 
Are UFOs real? Look at the 

Ford letter once more . " I share 
your concern and am disturbed," 
he wrote. But what happened to all 
of that concern , and how disturbed 
did he remain? • ..... 

Pre urning that the National En­
quirer account is accurate , Presi­
dent Carter has truly made an im­
portant promise to Americans and 
people in other lands who want to 

. know , once and for all , the solution 
to the UFO mystery. 

Will he fare better than the last 
President who proclaimed a · per­
onal interest in UFOs? 

ARGOSY UFO 
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